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AGREEMENT FOR REORGANLIZATION OF THE
NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAM

* -

.. A, "The National Reconnaissance Progiram

LY

, :
L. The NRP i§ a single program, national in character,
to meet the intelligence needs of the Government under a

strong mnational leadership, for the development, management,

control and operation of all projects, both current and long .

. ¥ange for the collection of intelligence and of mappin, and

- geodetic information obtained through overflights (exc.ading
periphexal reconnaissance operations). The potentialities of
U. S. technology and all operational resources and facilities
mus & be aggressively and imaginatively exploited to develop
and operate systems for the collection of intelligence which
are fully responsive to the Government's intelligence needs
and objectives. )

2. The Mational Reconnaissance Program shall be responsive
directly and solely to the intelligence collection requirements
and priorities established by the United States Intelligence
Board. Targeting requirements and priorities and desired

- frequency of coverage of both satellite and manned ajircrafi
nissions over denied areas shall continue to be the responsibil
of USIB, subject to the operational approval of the 303 Committ
B. The Sgefetary of Defense will: -

) 1. Establish the NRO as a separate agency .of the DoD and

* Will have the ultimate responsibility for the management and

aperation ol the NRO and the NRP;

2. Choose a Director of the NRO who will report to him
and be responsive to his instructions; _ : )
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3. Coneur in the choice of the Deputy Director of the KRO
who will report to the DNRO and be responsive to hls iastructions;

4. Review and have the final power to approve the NRP budgei:’

- - ’
5. Sit with wmembors of the Exccutive Committcae, wh
necessary, to reach decisions on issucs on which COmdlLLGE
agreement could not be reached, L

4 e
4 C Tne Dlrecror of Central IntellL&gDce will: P
1. TEstablish the’ collectlon priorities and reqULreﬂLntg

for the tavgeting of NRP operations and the establishment of
their frequency of coverage; '

2. Review the results obtained by thHe NR? and reccnmend
LE apﬁxoprlaue, steps for improving such .results; .

3. -8it as a member of the Exccutive Committee;

4. Review and approve the NRP budget each year;
e
. - "[.- " ')

systox 1n th vhoLe WRP aroq. o

R AN Ty

D. DNational Reconnal ssance Program Exccutive Committcc

1. An NRY Executive Committee, consisting of the Dcpx Y
gLClLLdly of Defense, the Djrocb01 of Central Intelligence,
and the Special Assistant to the President for Science and

»

52 Provide security policy guldance to maintain a uniLforn

Technology, is hereby established to cuide and participate in
y S P 1

the formulabion off the NRP through the DNRO, (The DNRO will

sit with the Exccutive Committec but will not be a voting member,)

IL the BExccutive Committee can not agree on an issue the

%Lcrcbaly of Defense will be reques tcd to sit with the Committece
in discussing this issue and will arrive at a decision. The NRP

Executive Committee wx]l
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a.’ Recommend to the Sceretary of Defense an appropriate
level of cffort for the NRP? in responsgse to reconnaissance . -
requirements provided by USIB and in the light of technical )
capabilities and fiscal limitations.

b. Approve oxr modify the consolidated National
Reconnaissance Program and its budget.

£

i ¢. Approve the allocation of responsibility and.the
. "corresponding funds for rescarch and exploratoxy development:

Yor ngw systems, Funds shall be adequate to easure that a

. Vigorous research and e;plppgtpry”development:effort“is,achieved
and maintained by thé Department of Defense and CIA to design and”
‘construct new sensors to meot intelligence requirements aimed at
the acquisition of intelligencé data. This effor: shall be
carried out by both CIA and DoD. ' :

d. Approve the allocation of development responsibilities
and the corresponding funds for specific reconnaissance programs
with a view to ensuring that the development, testing and
production of new systems is accomplished with maximun cificiency
by the component of the CGovernment best equipped with facilities,
experience and technical competence to undertake the assignment.

e LT will also establish guidelines for collaboration betweaen

=7 departments and for mutual support where appropriate. _Assign-
ment of responsibility for engincering development of sensor
subsystemns will be made to either the CIA or DoD components ia
accoxdance with the above criteria. The engineering development
0 all other subsystems, including spacecralt, reentry venicles,
boosters and booster interface subsystems shall in general be
assigned to an Air Force component, recognuizing, however, that
sensors, spacecraft’and reentyy vehicles are integral components
of 2 system, the development of which must proceced on a ully
coorcinat »d basis, with a view to cnsuring optimum system
developad .t in support ol intelligence requircements for overhead
reconnaissance,  To optimize the primary objective of systems
dcvalopmcnt, design requirecment of the sensors will be given
Priovity in their integration within the .spacecraft and reentry

veanicles, '

¢. Assign operational responsibility for various types
IRy - TS )a Rd * Jgo T ¥ h St oal P
O menned overflight missioas to CIA or Dob suojectto-the - -
concurcence of the 303 Conmittce. :
q d00120031-5
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L Periodically review the essential features of the
. - [ [)
najor program elements of the ARP.

-

- -

2. The Exccutive Commitieo shall mect on the call of elthex
the Deputy Secretary of Defense or the Dircctor of Central

~Intelligence. ALl meetings will be attended by the DNRO and such
& Fas

stafl advisors as the Deputy Secxetary of Defense or the Directon

of Central Intelligence consider desirable, - ~ e
. b ) - ,1,‘__.' .
E. National Reconnaissance Office ' I

1. To implement the NRP, the Secretary of Defense will
establish the NRO as a separate operating agency of the DoD.
Lt shall include the 50G whicih shall be Jointly manued,

2. The Director of the N0 shall be rappointed by the
Secretary of Defense. The Director. NRO will: '
. e e e e eyt o p et e eor et )

. Subject to direction and coantrol of the Secretary
of Defense and the guidance of the Executive Committce ag set
Lorth in Scction D above, have the responsibility*ﬁorqmgpgging
tha NRO and executing the NRP, ™ »omemrir T T

s et ey

b. Subject to review by the Executive Committee, and
the provisions of Section D adove, have authority o initiatc,
epprove, modify, redircer or cerminate all reseavrch and develeonzent:
pPrograms in the NRP. Ensure, through appropriate recommendal ions
to the Executive Commitiece for the assignment of rescarch and
development responsibilities and the allocation of funds, that p
the full poteatialitics of agencies of the Government concerned ¢
Vith recomnaissance are realized for the invention, iwmproremont
and development off reconnaissance systems to meet USTR recailre-
ments, .

¢c. Have authority to xequive that he be kept fully and 3
- el 4 . Ld A, K ~ ,
completely dinformed by all Agencies and Departments of the 8
Government of all proprams anc activities undertaken as act of °
he N prog P
tne NRP: . ’
IS8 /
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Committee recouwds of the status of all projects, progirams and di
activitics of the NRP in the research, development, production \
and/ox operakional phases. . S
e. DPrepare a comprehensive budget for all aspects of :
the National Reconnaissance Program. . . b
£. Establish a fiscal control and accounting procedure S
Lo ensure that all funds expended in support of the National IR S
Reconnaissance Program are fully accounted for and appropriately L
utitized by the agencies concerned. In particular, the budgec R
shall show separately those funds to be applied to rescavech and -
exploxratoxry design development, systems development, procurcncnt; 'i
and operational activities. Funds expended ox obligated under o
the authority of the Directoxr of Centyal Intelligence undexr :
Public Law 110 shall be aduwinistered and accounted fox by CIA f
and will be xeported :

proceaures.

g. Sit with the USIB for the matters affecting the NaP.

3. The Deputy Dircctor NRO shall be appointed by the DCIL |
with the concurrence of the Deputy Secretary of Defense and o
shall sexve full time in a line position directly under the i
Directox NROs» The Deputy Director shall act for and exevcise the i
powers ofl the Director, NRO during his absence or disability. i

- : . i

4.  The NRO shall be jointly staifed in such a fashiosn as :
to wellect the best talent appropriately available from the Cia, :
the three military departments and other Government agencies. i
The NRO staff will report to the DXRO and DDNRO and will maintain i
no aliegiarce to the originating agency or Depariment. ‘

.
+
F. Initial Allocation of Prousem Responsibilities :
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d. Maintain and provide to the members of the Fvecutiv;\\

to DNRO in accordance with agreed upon
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w__Cyrus Vance
Deputy Secretary of Defense
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